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only the archdukes, but the king himfelf 
were fo deeply interefted, could have been left 
by his, minifters to be devifed by an inferior 
clerk or fecretary. It was impoffible but his 
minifters muft have perceived the want of fo 


‘effential a claufe as that which related to the 


independence of the provinces; a claufe which 
was obvioully of fuch a nature, that it was im- 
poffible to doubt of its having been purpofely 
omitted, but without which they were unal- 
terably refolved to decline all farther negotia- 
tion, either with the archdukes, or with the 
court of Spain. 


VERREIKEN, perceiving that no arguments 
he could employ would prove effectual, re- 
quefted liberty to remain at the Hague for fix 
days longer, till he fhould acquaint the arch- 
dukes with what had paffed, and receive their 
inftructions for his future conduct. With this 
requeft the ftates complied; and, before the 
expiration of the time {pecified, a letter from 
the archdukes arrived, in which they engaged, 
that, though they could not perceive the vali- 
dity of thofe objections which the ftates had 
made to the form of the king’s ratification, 
who thought, that, as he had ratified a part of 
the convention without objections to the reft, 
the deed ought to be confidered as a ratifica- 

tion 
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tion of the whole; yet, in order to remove soo Kk 
every obftacle to the treaty propdfed, and to near 
fhew how fincerely they defired the eftablifh- 
ment of peace, they would procure another ra- 
tification in the form required: but, in the 
mean time, they hoped and requefted that 
the ftates would give proof of fincerity on their 
part, by recalling their fleet from the coaft of 


Spain. 


On this occafion a violent conteft arofe Thc treaty 
among the deputies, and feveral of them dif- a peri 
covered an inclination to break off the treaty "Mo 
without delay. It was now fufficiently mani- 
fefted, they alledged, that the Spaniards were 
not fincere in their profeffions. It was abfurd 
to expect that an enemy, fo inveterate and im- 
placable, would ever ferioufly think of peace 
on fair and equitable terms, till they were 
compelled by fome dire neceflity. It was evi- 
dent that their object had, from the beginning, 
been to difarm the confederates, and to pro- 
cure a refpite from the war, till their prepara- 
tions for profecuting it with greater vigour were 
complete. The fleet, therefore, ought not to 
be: recalled, but to be reinforced, and the 
people roufed from their prefent lethargy, by 
apprifing them of the fnare which had been 
laid for their deftruction. 
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Tess were not, however, the fentiments of 
the greater part of the deputies; for although 
the whole affembly were difpofed to afcribe 
duplicity and artifice to the court of Spain, 
only fome of them thought there was any 
ground for calling in queftion the fincerity of 
the archdukes, who, in the opinion of the ge- 
nerality, had, to the utmoft of their power, 
fulfilled their engagements, and could not be 
juftly blamed for the defeéts or informalities of 
the ratification. 


Ir was therefore refolved, partly from the 
refpect due to thefe princes, and partly from 
dread of the imputation of infincerity in the 
profeffion which they had made of their defire 
of peace, that the fleet fhould be recalled. But 
they, at the fame time, required, that rhe ra~ 
tification, executed in proper form, fhould be 
produced within a limited time fpecified ; and 
in order to prevent any future omiffion or 
error, they delivered to Verreiken three copies, 
precifely of the fame import, one in Latin, an- 
other in French, anda third in Dutch, decJar- 
ing, that without a faithful tranfcript of one or 
other of thefe, they would inftantly break off 
the negotiation, and apply theinfelyes to the 
profecution of the war, 


it 
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Ir was Barnevelt who made this declaration, BoOoK 


in the name of the other deputies; after 
which he reminded Verreiken of the attempt 
which had been made by the Francifcan to 
corrupt the fecretary. ‘© There,” faid he, ‘ is 
the diamond, and here is the marquis of Spi- 
nola’s obligation for fifteen thoufand crowns. 
Let them both be reftored to their proper 
owners: fuch prefents are not neceffary for the 
purpofe of obtaining peace, if your matters 
wifh for it, on equitable terms; and if they 
are not willing to agree to fuch terms, their 
prefents will not be fufficient to procure it, 
were it poffible that one or two perfons could 
‘be found in this affembly fo bafe as to accept 
your bribes, and, for the fake of them, to 
make a facrifice of the liberty of their country, 
yet a great majority will retain their integrity, 
and render your largeffles, though they were 
much greater than your matters can afford, of 
no avail*.” 


VERREIKEN, being unprepared for this at- 
tack, was thrown into fome confufion, and re- 
plied, that ‘‘ Ney muft certainly have done 
what he was accufed of, without any authority 
from the archdukes.”” It was impoffible that the 
ftates could give credit to this affertion; but, 


* Grotius and Baudius. 
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pooxK being fatisfied with having, fo publicly exprefl- 
a: ae ed their refentment, the meeting .was imme- 


1607. 


diately difmiffed, Verreiken permitted to return 


to Bruffels, and foon after the fleet was re- 
called, 


Tue archdukes at the fame time renewed 
their applications at the court of Spain; and at 
Jength, though not without confiderable diffi- 
culty, obtained fuch a ratification of their con- 
vention from the king as they hoped the con- 
federates would accept. 


In this new deed, all the fame claufes were 
inferted, which the copies tranfmitted by the 
ftates contained, and nearly the fame form of 
expreffion was obferved; but to the declara- 
tion that the king and archdukes were willing 
to treat with the confederates as with-a free 
people, over whom they pretended to no ay- 
thority, a claufe was annexed, declaring, that 
in cafe the negociation fhould be broken’ off 
on account of religion, or any other difputed 
point, the ratification fhould be void, and all 
matters remain on their prefent footing. Be- 
fides this, the deed was incorreétly written, 
fome .words being interlined, \and. others 
wholly omitted. It was written in Spanifh, 
and not in Latin, French, or Dutch, as had 
been requefted ; upon paper, and not on parch- 

ment, 
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ment, and fubfcribed like the former one, not Boo K 
with the name of the king, but with the words 
J The King ;” as if Philip had ftill confider-  *®°7- 
edthe-confederates as his fubjects. 





--Tuese latter circumftances, though they 
afforded a proof of extreme carelefinefs, or of 
the moft childifh obitinacy, on the part of the 
Spanith minifters, were deemed of {mall im- 
portance; and it was proved that even the 
king of England, in his late treaty of peace 
with Spain, had acquiefced in the fame form 
of fubfcription, But the deputies could not 
be fo eafily reconciled to the claufe annexed to 
the declaration of their liberty ; for although, 
as they reprefented to the archdukes com- 
miffioners, they were free, whether the king of 
Spain fhould acknowledge it or not; yet the 
annexed claufe feemed to imply that their 
freedom depended on the will of the king; 
and to accept of the ratification with a claufe 
of this,import, might be interpreted as an 
acknowledgment, on their part, of the truth of 
the pofition which the claufe implied. Befides 
that, from the manner in which mention is 
raade in this annexed claufe of religion, and 
other difputed points, there was ground to 
fufpect, that, in the treaty propofed, the king 
intended that the eftablifhment of religion, 

and 
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BOOK and other matters which refpected the in. 
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ternal government of the provinces, fhould be 
difcuffed. mi 


To this the people of the United Provinces 
would never be perfuaded to confent. To infitt 
upon it, would be to treat them as a dependent, 
and not as a free people ; and, therefore, to the 
ftates it appeared extremely doubtful, whether, 
in order to fave a great deal of unneceflary 
trouble, it were not expedient that the negocia- 
tion fhould be inftantly broken off, But as they 
fhould be forry to give ground to fufpect that 
they were not defirous to put a period to the 
calamities of war, they had refolved to refer the 
whole matter to the ftates of the particular 
towns and provinces, that tke people might 
have an opportunity of judging for them- 
felves in a matter in which they were fa 
deeply interefted. With this anfwer the com- 
miffioners returned to Bruffels, after receiving 
an affurance from the ftates, that, in feven 
weeks from the prefent time, information would 
be tranfmitted to the archdukes whether the 
zatification was rejected or received *, 


AT 


* Baudius, Grotius, &c, Jeannin, tom.,i, Lettre au Roy, 

O&. 27, 1607. 
The flates, on this occafion; require that the original 
decd itfelf fhould be left in their hands, The commiflion- 
ers 
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Ar this junéture, both the people and their 
rulers differed widely in their fentiments with 
regard to the queftion that was now before 
them; while one party maintained that the ra- 
tification ought, without hefitation, to be re- 
jected, the other thought, that although it 
was not altogether fuch as they wifhed it to 
haye been, yet it ought to be admitted as a 
fuficient foundation for the treaty that was 
propofed, Prince Maurice was at the head of 
the former of thefe parties, and Barnevelt of 


ers having no inftruétions on this head, the Francifcan 
went himfelf to Bruffels wo receive them; and the arch- 
dukes agreed to therequeft of the ftates, on thefe condi- 
tions, that they fhould give an obligation in writing to re, 
ftore the deed, if required ; and fhould, at the fame time, 
declare that the archdukes, in procuring it from the king, 
had fully performed the engagement which they had come 
under in their firft agreemeet with the ftates. The ftates 
refufed their confent to thefe conditions, but ftill infited, 
that, as the deed was addreffed to them, it fhould be fuf- 
fered to remain in their poffeffion. Ney returned to Bruf- 
fels a fecond time, and prevailed on the archdukes to yield 
to their demand, Though the ratification was not fuch 
as the ftates wifhed it to have been, yet it fhould feem to 
have been no {mall gratification to them, that the king had 
granted a declaration, however qualified and expreffed, of 
their being a free people, over whom he pretended to no 
authority. In return for the complaifance of the arch 
dukes on this occafion, they weuld gladly have given the 
declaration required, that thefe princes had fully perform- 
ed their engagemeut, but thought it was impoffible to give 
jt confiftendy with trath, 
the 
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BOOK the latter; and each of thefe leaders exerted 
we s 3d bag 

himfelf with great a¢tivity and zeal in gaining 
converts to his opinion. There was ground 
to fufpedt that the motives by which the prince 
was actuated, on this occafion, were not per- 
fectly pure and difinterefted, but that he dread- 
ed the diminution of his power, if peace were 
eftablifhed, and, partly on this account, was 
defirous of the continuance of the war. The 
reafoning, however, which he employed, was 
{pecious, and made a ftrong impreffion on the 
minds of many of his countrymen. 
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As the court of Spain, he faid, had on 
former occafions given the moft unqueftionable 
evidence of their duplicity, fo at prefent it was 
impoffible to doubt of their being actuated by 
fome finifter defign. In their firft ratitication, 
they had not only declined to acknowledge the 
independence of the ftates, but had exprefsly 
affirmed, that they were fubje& to the domi- 
nion of the archdukes. To their fecond they 
had fubjoined a claufe which rendered their 
independence contingent and precarious, and 
wholly dependent on the will of the king. 
Whoever confiders the vaft dominions of Spain, 
and her inveterate habits of domination and 
pride, would not be eafily convinced that fhe 
intended to obferve a truce, or peace, any 
longer than it might fuit her views of tyranny 

and 
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and conqueft. It was the defign of that ambi- 8 ya K 
tious and politic nation, to break the fpirit of ——— 
the confederates by the habits of indolence 

and luxury. The martial fpirit would leave 

the republic, and would not be eafily revived. 

The citizens would become remifs and inat- 
tentive to the defence of objeéts, which, when 

they knew them to be in danger, they confi- 

dered as dearer than life. None are fo eafily 
fubdued as thofe who think they have nothing 

to fear. The fear of the enemy is a bond of 
unity, and produces both military difcipline 

and civil obedience, while ftates living in fe- 
curity, opulence, and eafe, are fubdued by 
habits of effeminacy, torn by inteftine dif- 
cords, and thus fall an eafy prey to fome am- 
bitious and warlike neighbour. It was for this 
reafon, that Scipio Nafica oppofed with fo 
much wifdom, the falfe policy of Cato, who 
advifed the deftruétion of Carthage. 


Wuen the minds of the confederates fhould 
cool, and their patriotifm begin to languifh, 
the Spaniards hoped, by various arts of cor- 
ruption, to bring them again under the yoke 
of their former fovereigns. But whatever 
might be the effect of fuch artifices, they would 
recruit their exhaufted ftrength, and whenever 
a fit opportunity fhould offer, violate the peace 
they now’ folicited. 

THEIR 
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Tizir army, at the prefent period, was uni 
verfally difcontented on account of their want 
of pay. Great numbers had already mutinied ; 
and if the war continued, there was ground to 
expect that the greateft part would refufe to 
fubmit to the controul of military difcipline. 
With fuch an army, no prudent general 
would venture to engage in any important en- 
terprize. And the people, among whom they 
were quartered, being grievoufly opprefied, 
both by the government and the mutineers, 
were ready to fhake off a yoke which had be- 
come intolerable. 


Tue Spaniards were ftill lefs formidable at 
fea than at land. From the great decreafe of 
their trade, they found it impoffible to procure 
failors fufficient to man their fhips of war ; and 
their fleets, far from being able to contend 
with thofe of the ftates, were even unable to 
defend themfelves in their harbours, under 
the cannon of their forts, 


Sucx was the prefent ftate of the Spanifh fleet 
and army; whereas thofe of the confederates 
had never been in fo flourifhing a condition. 
Their army was at prefent, as it had always 
been, under the moft perfec difcipline ; re- 
gularly paid, and abundantly fupplied with 

6 : every 
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every thing neceffary to enable it to a& with * vox 


Vigour : while their fleets, more numerous 
than ever, had in almoft every quarter of the 
globe proved an overmatch for thofe of the 
enemy; and had obtained over them feveral 
important victories, which had been attended 
with a great increafe of trade, and wealth, and 
power. They had eftablifhed trade in many 
places, which, till lately, had been vifited 
only by the Spaniards and Portuguefe. They 
had got poffeffion of feveral of the moft im- 
portant branches of the Indian commerce; 
and if they did not fuffer themfelves to be di- 
verted from the profecution of their naval en- 
terprizes, they would ere long make them- 
felves mafters of the whole. ‘The war, there- 
fore, which they had carried on againft the 
enemy at fea, had already proved, and would 
ftill continue to prove, a mine of gold to the 
United Provinces ; while their military opera- 
tions at land had neither exhaufted their riches 
nor their ftrength. Their army in a great meafure 
confifted of foreign troops, while the natives 
were permitted to apply themfelves to manu- 
faftures and trade, and ail the money expended 
for the fupport of the army was {pent at home, 
either in purchafing the manufactures of the 
country, or thofe commodities which mer- 
wkants found it fo beneficial to import from 

foreign 
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B oe K foreign parts. It had indeed been found necef- 
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fary to inypofe taxes on feveral commodities ; 
and many perfons complained of the burthen of 
thefe taxes, yet both the riches and the num- 
ber of the people had every year increafed, 
fince the taxes were impofed; and no country 
abounded more in the neceffaries and conve+ 
niences of life. 


Or the truth of thefe obfervations, the 
Spaniards were fufficiently aware. They had 
come at length to perceive that the war had to 
the confederates proved a copious fource of 
profperity,. while their own ftrength had been 
exhaufted by it, and their commerce almoft 
ruined; and they were for this reafon defirous 
ofa temporary peace, hoping thereby to avert 
the danger to which they faw themielves ex- 
pofed ; to deprive the confederates of the ad- 
vantages which they at prefent enjoyed ; to fow 
difcord among the provinces, and to accom- 
plifh, by fraud and artifice, what they had 
hitherto been unable to attain by force of arms. 
That fuch was their intention, appeared from 
the difingenuity of their conduct with regard 
to the deed of ratification. 


Burt whether this was in reality a defign or 
not, no doubt could be entertained that, as it 
was 
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was for the intereft of the Spaniards that peace BO OK 
fhould be eftablifhed, it was no lefs for that of —_—_— 
che ftates that the war fhould be profécuted “” 
with vigour, till the enemy were reduced to 

the neceffity of acting with greater fincerity, 

and more equitable terms could be obtained 

than they had ground to expect at the prefent 


period. - 


Tars reafoning produced the defired effect, 
chiefly in Holland and Zealand, where the peo- 
ple were confcious that their profperity had 
been in fome meafure owing tothe war; while + 
their fituation rendered them more fecure 
againft its attendant calamities than the inha- 
bitants of the inland provinces. But the rea- 
fons on the other fide, which were urged by 
Barnevelt, were generally thought to be more 
deferving of attention and regard, 


THERE was too much ground, he allowed, Thereafon 
for the imputation which had been caft upon ng i 
the court of Spain, of infincerity in their con- aa 

duét, with regard to the deed of ratification. 
It is evident, from the manner in which they 
had acknowledged the independence of the 
' States, how extremely relu¢tant they had been 
in granting that acknowledgment. The claufe 
annexed to it, declaring, that in cafe the nego- 

Vou. I. a ciation 
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BOOK ciation fhould be broken off, the ratification 
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fhould be void, ought not to have been infert- 
ed, It was even unneceflary co infert it for any 
purpofe which the Spaniards could have in 
view, becaufe, in every treaty, the validity of 
any particular conceffion muft depend on the 
event of the treaty, and if it prove abortive, 
all the claims of the contending parties, whe- 
ther real or pretended, muft remain as before 
its commencement. From the infertion how- 
ever of this claufe, it could not be inferred 
that the court of Spain had formed any infidi- 
ous defign. Their relu€tance to acknowledge 
the independence of the ftates might juftly 
have been expected; and the little pains which 
they: had taken to conceal it, afforded a {trong 
prefumpiion that their intentions were fincere. 


But although they fhould in reality intend 
to violate the peace which they now falicited, 
was this a fufficient reafon for refufing to treat 
with them, or for declining to accept of peace 
upon equitable terms? Ought peace to be re- 
jected m every cafe, where it was poffible that 
the conditions of it might be violated ? Ought 
ftates to live in perpetual war, becaufe there 
was ground to apprehend that they might not 
be able to maintain a perpetual and uninter- 
rupted peace ? If the Spaniards fhall hereafter 


revive 
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revive their claim of fovereignty over the pro- BO OK 
vinces, will this claim derive any validity from .——_, 
the prefent treaty, in which they have foexpli-  *°” 

’ citly renounced it? Will they not then juftly 

expofe themfelves to the reproach of having 

acted with duplicity; and is it not the natural 
tendency of fuch a conduct, to increafe the 

number of their enemies, while we fhall then, 

as well as now, be pofieffed of arms to main- 

tain our liberty, and have the fame or more 
numerous friends to affift us in counteraéting 

their tyrannical defigns ? 


Great diforders, it was true, prevailed at 
the prefent period in the Spanifh monarchy: 
the royal navy had fuffered a confiderable di- 
minution, and the archdukes army was ex- 
tremely ill paid and mutinous, But although 
this confideration might juftify the ftates in 

anding the moft advantageous terms of 
a: it would not juftify them for refolving 
to perfift, at all adventures, in the profecution 
of the war. From negligence and inattention, 
but chiefly from the folly in engaging at 
once in toe many difficult and expenfive en- 
terprizes, Spain was weakened; but it would 
be madnefs to proceed on the fuppofition that 
her ftrength was fpent, for fhe was ftill pofleff- 
ed of inexhauftible refources; and nothing 
12 but 
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200K_ but greater prudence and moderation were re- 
Passe quifite to render her formidable to all her ene- 
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mies. During the laft campaign, fhe had 
exerted herfelf more vigoroufly than for feveral 
years preceding; and if the rivers that year 
had not been fwelled to an unufual height, her 
troops might have penetrated into the heart 
of the provinces. She might ftill continue, 
and perhaps redouble her exertions; and if fhe 
were incenfed, as fhe would juftly be, in cafe 
the ftates fhould obftinately refufe to treat with 
her, fhe might be determined to direc&t her 
whole attention againft the dominions of the 
ftates, and put forth a degree of ftrength which 
they would be unable to withftand. 


Tuerr arms had hitherto been atrended 
with greater fuccefs than could juftly have been 
expected againft fo potent an enemy; but 
of all human events they fhould reme 
thofe of war were the moft fortuitous. “- 
republic had, in former periods, been brought 
fo low, that the ftates would gladly have fub- 
mitted to the fovereignty of a foreign prince; 
and one unfortunate campaign, or the lofs of 
a fleet, which depended for its prefervation on 
the mercy of the winds and waves, might 
again reduce them to the like defperate con- 
dition. 


Tuy 
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Tuey had been enabled to setain their pre- BDOE 
fent profperity, by the friendly affiftance of the = 
queen of England and the king of France ; but sae 
the former of thefe princes, wha had long been 
their principal fupport, was dead, and her 
fucceffor either not fo able, or not fo willing 
to affift them; while the latter was far ad« 
vanced in years; was defirous, for reafons 
which could not be eafily penetrated, to have 
the war brought to a conclufion ; and although 
during his life they might truft that he would 
not fyffer them to be oppreffed, yet he might 
ere long leave his kingdom to an infant fon, 
during whofe minority the Spaniards were 
likely to have greater inflaence over the French 
counfels than the United States, 


Tue great object, as well as the end of war, 
was peace; and advantageous terms of peace 
uld never be fo eafily obtained as when the 
‘enemy found it neceffary to apply for it, in 
order to retrieve the ruined ftate of his affairs, 
The object of the prefent war had, from the 
beginning, been to fhake off the yoke of the 
Spanifh government, and to affert their liberty. 
This objeé& was now fecured, and the king of 
Spain himfelf was ready to treat with them as 
with a free people, over whom he pretended not 
to any authority. Could they be juftified in their 
be own 
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‘own eyes, or could they be juftified in the opi- 


——_—._ non of the world, if they fhould refufe to treat 
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with him ? Would the pretext, that he was in- 
fincere in the acknowledgment which he had 
made of their independence, and that poffibly 
he will hereafter revive his claim, and refufe 
‘to fulfil his engagements, afford a vindication 
of a conduét fo fingular, fo haughty, and con- 
temptuous? Was the war to be profecuted till 
they had accomplifhed the diffolution of the 
Spanifh monarchy? Was this an event either 
to be expected or defired? Were the people 
of the United Provinces to be the only people 
on earth who were never to enjoy the bleffings 
of tranquillity ? 


Tue war indeed had been the occafion of 
profperity to fome, who ought to reft fatisfied 
with the advantages which they had already 
derived from it: but to great numbers it had 
often been a copious fource of diftrefs and 
mifery. Many groaned under the burthens 
which the war had made it neceffary to impofe ; 
and many lamented the lofs of their friends, and 
the ruin of their fortunes, which are the infe- 
parable concomitants even of the moft fuccefs- 
ful war. It was furely defirable to put a period 
to thefe calamities; and if they did not em- 
brace the prefent opportunity of doing it, pro- 
vided it could be done confiftently with their 

honour, 
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honour, and their future pee they would 3 500K 
be anfwerable for all the blood that fhould be ,.———» 
fpilt, and could not be juftified in baa fight = 
either of God or man, 


Tuis difcourfe, which was delivered in an 
extraordinary affembly, where deputies from 
all the provinces and almoft all the towns were 
prefent, deriving weight from the character of 
the fpeaker, as well as from the folidity of the 
regfoning which it contained, was liftened to 
with great attention; and, while it produced 
conviction in the minds of the greater part, it 
impofed filence upon the reft, and extorted 
their confent to the meafure which it was in- 
tended to recominend. Prince Maurice, fup- 
ported by the deputies from the province and 
towns of Zealand, propofed that the form of 
an explicit and unconditional acknowlegement 
of their independence fhould be tranfinitted to 
the archdukes, to be fubfcribed by them as a 
preliminary article; but this motion being re- 
jected as harth and offenfive by a great ma- 
jority, it was at length refolved to appoint am- 
baffadors for the purpofe of negociating peace; 
and notice of this refolution was immediately Dec. 24th. 
fent to the court of Bruffels * 

* Grotius, lib. xvi. Bent. part. iii. lib. viii. The time 
fixed for the {ufpenfion of arms being expired, it was pro- 
rogued on the prefent occafion, and afterwards from time to 


time, on different eccafions, till the treaty was concluded. 
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Ir was at the fame time propofed to the 


gta. archdukes, that the conferences fhould be held 


3607. 


Commif- 
fioners for 
peace on’ 
the part of 
Spain. 


And on 
that of the 
United 
States, 


at the Hague, which for fome time paft had 
been the feat of government in the United 
Provinces ; and, in order to induce them to 
comply with this propofal, it was fuggefted, 
that, as the ambafladors of the ftates could not 
be invefted with very ample powers, they 
might often have occafion to confult their con- 
ftituents ; and if any other place of meeting, 
or any town within the territories of the arch- 
dukes were made choice of, much time would 
be loft, and the negociation be unneceflarily 
prolonged. 


Tur archdukes, folicitous to avoid every 
caufe of delay, readily agreed to this propofal, 
and immediately appointed for their commif- 
fioners the marquis of Spinola, Mancicidor a 
Spaniard, their fecretary at war, Richardot 
the prefident of their privy council, Verrei- 
kens their private fecretary of ftate, and Ney 
the Francifcan, to whofe activity and addrefs 
they thought themfelves much indebted for 
having brought the negociation thus far. 


The commiffioners appointed by the ftates 
were nine in number, feven of whom were no- 
minated by the feven provinces, and the re- 

maining 
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maining two by the ancient body of the nobles. 3 ooK 
Thefe two were count William of Naffau, a —— — 
near relation of prince Maurice, and Walraeve, ae 
lord of Brederode ; and thofe appointed by the 

feveral provinces were among the moft refpec- 

table perfons in the commonwealth: but the 
confidence of the people of all ranks, at this 
important crifis, was chiefly placed in Barne- 

velt, who was nominated commiffioner by the 

province of Holland. 


Tis virtuous and able ftatefman was inde- 
fatigable in his attention to every ftep of the 
prefent negociation; and, before the confer- 
ences were begun, he devifed an expedient ad- 
mirably calculated to promote the endin view. hci 
The predominant paffion in the minds of his of Spain 
countrymen was ftill, as it had been for many re aa 
years, fufpicion of the intentions of the court Ae Dutch. 
of Spain. It had been chiefly from this quar- 
ter that he encountered fo much difficulty in 
perfuading them to agree to the archdukes 
propofals of a conference ; and he ftill dread- 
ed that the fame caufe might prevent this con- 
ference from being attended with the defired 
effect. This diftruft of the Spaniards he ap- 
prehended would fhew itfelf on every occafion, 
and on the flighteft grounds; and it would be 
carefully fomented by prince Maurice ang 


I othets, 
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300x others, who withed for a continuance of the 


ir. 





1607. 


war. In order, therefore, to quiet the appre- 
henfions of the people, to deprive the prince 
and his partizans of a pretext, of which he knew 
they would readily lay hold, and at the fame 
time to intimidate or over-awe the Spaniards, 
he propofed to the French and Britifh minifters, 
that, before the conferences were opened, their 
mafters fhould enter into a new alliance with 
the ftates ; that they fhould engage to employ 
their endeavours to procure for them an equit- 
able peace; and, in cale of their procuring 
it, fhould farther engage to afford them fuch 
affiftance as fhould be neceffary for maintaining 
it inviolate, 


Tuts propofal did not meet with the fame 
favourable reception from the Britifh as from 
the French monarch. Though James was de- 
termined by the motives above explained to 
concur with Henry in promoting the eftablifh- 
ment of peace; yet, having ground for doubt 
whether the intereft of his own dominions did 
not rather require that the war fhould be con- 
tinued, he was never fo deeply interefted, as 
he defired that the ftates fhould believe, in the 
fuccefs of their prefent negociation*. Befides 

thar, 

* This appears from feveral paffages in Winwood’s Me- 
morials, and particularly from the letters writ by the ear] 
of Salifbury to Sir R. Winwood, Sir Richard Spencer, and 
Sir 
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that, he knew how much it was in the power Bo 0K 
of the Spaniards to difturb his tranquillity by x 
their intrigues with the Irifh’ Catholics, and  ‘*°* 
was therefore unwlling to incur their refent- 

ment. Influenced by thefe cunfiderations, he 

declined at this time to enter into the pro- 

pofed alliance ; but Henry, more decided in his 

conduct, and lefs afraid of the confequences of 

giving offence to the court of Spain, readily 

yielded his confent, and fent orders to the pre- 

fident, Jeannin, to finifh the treaty without 

delay. 


- Acarnsr this meafure, which no pains were 
taken to conceal, the Spanifh minifters having 
warmly remonftrated at the court of France, 
and having received no other anfwer, but that, 
if rightly underftood, it muft contribute to 
haften the eftablifhment of peace, they from 


Sir Charles Cornwallis. « You added (fays Salifbury, in 
a letter dated March 2oth, 1607, to the two former) that 
this comfort you have, that both parties defire the peace 
with more than ordinary affection. Which words I rather 
judge to proceed out of a contemplation of the tediouf- 
nefs which this bufinefs is to bring with it, than out of any 
affectionate defire or good judgment of the effects which 
this bufinefs is to bring with it; confidering that the beft 
in that kind that can be opened for, is like to add but 
trouble and care to usin thefe parts ; and yet I would not 
have you now gather that I would have you break it.’ 
Vol. ii. p. 378 

thence 
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B00 thenee perceived that it was become neceflaty 





1607, 


1608, 


Feb. 6th. 


for them, and therefore refolved, if poffible, 
to procure the French king’s affiftance in their 
negociation with the ftates. For this purpofe, 
but under a different pretext, the marquis of 
Villa Franca was fent to Paris, in the cha- 
ra¢ter of ambaflador, and from that time 
Henry aéted as a mediator between the contract- 
ing powers, although it was well underftood 
how much more he favoured the pretenfions of 


the Dutch than thofe either of the archdukes 
or the king of Spain *. 


In the mean time the archdukes commiffion- 
ers arrived at the Hague, and a few days after, 
the conferences were begun t. The two orthree 
firft feffions having been employed by the com- 
miffioners in examining their powers, and in 
difcuffing certain objections againft them, 
which, after fome altercation, it was agreed 


* Bentivoglio, Grotius, &c. & Jeannin, tom, ii. p. 69. 

+ Agreat number of people from the other towns had 
come tothe Hague at this time, chiefly moved by their cu- 
riofity to fee Spinola, who for fome years had been an ob- 
jet of their higheft admiration, which was on fome occa- 
fions mixed with terror. Prince Maurice having gone out 
to meet him, received him into his own coach, and con- 
ducted him to the Hague. And both thefe great men, it 
is faid, were well pleafed to find the high opinion which 
they had formed of each other’s abilities, from their ac- 
tions, juftified by their difcourfe which they held together 
in the prefent inierview. 


were 
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were not fufficient to ftop their procedure; the 3 oon 
Dutch commiffioners required, as a prelimi- 
nary article, afolemn acknowledgment, in 
the name of the king of Spain and the arch- 
dukes, of the independence of the United Pro- 
vinees; including an explicit renunciation of 
all right to authority over them ; together with 
an obligation, binding on their fucceflors as 
well as on themfelves, that they fhould not 
henceforth ufe the arms or titles of the pro- 
vinces, or any other marks of their ancient 


fovereignty. 





1608, 


Tue commiffioners of the archdukes were 
much offended at the latter part of this requi- 
fition; and, befides remonttrating againtt it to 
the Dutch commiffioners themfelves, they bit- 
terly complained to the Britifh and French. am- 
baffadors, of the arrogance difcovered in mak- 
ing fo unufual a demand. It had been the or- 
dinary practice, they obferved, of princes to 
retain the titles of the ftates or kingdoms which 
they had loft. The Catholic king was ftyled 
king of Jerufalem, and duke of Burgundy; 
the king of France called himfelf king of Na- 
varre; and the king of England ftill aflumed 
the title of King of France. In requiring his 
Catholic majefty therefore to renounce his titles 
as well as his fovereignty, the {tates were not 

only 
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only guilty of arrogating to themfelves the pri- 
vilege of introducing a new. practice, but of 
impeaching the conduct of the greateft fove- 
reigns in Europe, and particularly of the kings 
of France and Britain, who had no JefS reafon 
to be offended at the demand of the Dutch 
commiffioners than the king of Spain. 


Tue French and Englifh ambaffadors, how- 
ever, declined on this occafion to interpofe ; and 
the archdukes commiffioners, after having ob- 
tained the confent of the archdukes, acquainted 
thofe of the ftates at the next meeting, that 
they were ready to grant the renunciation re- 
quired in its full extent. The Dutch were 
agreeably furprifed at the facility with which 
the Spaniards thus yielded to their requeft ; 
but when Richardot, who was the fpeaker on 
this occafion, added, that in return for fo li- 
beral a conceffion, it was expected that the 
tates would agree to abftain for the future 
from all commerce in the Indies, and reft fa- 
tisfied, as they had done till about ten years 
before, with the trade which, they had carried 
on with Spain, and other countries in Europe, 
they were inflamed with indignation, .and ex- 
claimed, that one moment the king and arch- 
dukes acknowledged them to be a free and in- 
dependent people, and the next fhewed they 

were 
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were determined to treat thern’as flaves, and, B OOK 
if poffible, to deprive them of the moft valu- 
able branches of their liberty: that thefe '* 
princes, in renouncing their claim to the fo- 
vereignty of the provinces, had given nothing 
to the ftates which they did not poflefs before ; 
while, in requiring them to relinquifh their 
trade to India, they, in effect, required them 
to abandon what was known to be the prin- 
cipal fource of their wealth and power: but 
they declared, that no confideration would ever 
induce them to comply with a demand which 
was equally exorbitant and unjult; for under 
what pretext could the Spaniards claim the ex- 
clufive privilege of trading to the Indies? 
Thofe countries were not the property of the 
Spaniards, but belonged to a great number 
of independent princes, many of whom chofe 
rather that their fubjects fhould engage in 
trade with the Dutch than with the Spaniards 
or Portuguefe. Thofe countries were like- 
wife of an immenfe extent; they could furnifh 
materials for trade to all the commercial 
nations in Europe; and it was a violation of 
the law of nature, and contrary to the gene- 
ral good of mankind, for any one nation to 
endeavour to engrofs the whole. The ftates 
would not refule to agree to any arrangement 
with regard to the Indian trade, which was 

cal- 





336 


7 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


BOOK cdleulated to promote the mutual intereft of 





3608. 


both nations. But, having been reduced by 
the Spaniards themfelves to the neceflity of hav- 
ing recourfe to this new branch of commerce, 
having begun it in the face of difficulties, 
which had required an enormous expence, 
and the moft vigorous exertions to furmount, 
having eftablifhed a company for carrying it on, 
and already tafted of the profits arifing from it, 
they were determined, whatever fhould be the 
confequences, to perfevere. The Spanifh com- 
miffioners had no other reply to make to this 
anfwer of the ftates, but that the Spaniards and 
Portuguefe had long been in the fole poffeffion 
of the trade to India, and that the king of 
Spain had not only refufed to grant a _particie 
pation in that trade to the French and Englith, 
but likewife to his well affected fubjeéts in the: 
Netherlands: but no regard was paid to thefe 
confiderations by the commiffioners of the 
{tates ; and they were confirmed in their pur- 
pofe by the unanimous voice of their country- 
men, joined to a reprefentation which was 
made on this occafion to the ftates by the India 


company. 


Tue trade, they reprefented, with Spain and 
Portugal, had never been, and could never be 
productive of any advantage to individuals or 

to 
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to the public, equal to that which arofe from BooK 
the trade to India. In this, and the other 
branches of foreign trades-of which the Spa- 
niards wanted to deprive them, upwards of a 
hundred and fifty fhips and eight thoufand fail- 
ors wereemployed. Thefe fhips were all of a 
confiderable fize, and might at any time be con- 
verted, at a {mall expence, into fhips of war, 
when the public exigencies fhould require. The 
Indian trade was not only infinitely more pro- 
fitable than the Spanith; as it confifted in going 
to the fountain-head for thofe commodities; 
which they had formerly purclrafed at fecond~ 
hand from the Spaniards and Portuguefe, but 
was likewife much more fafe and certain, be- 
caufe it did not, like the other, depend on 
the caprice of the king or of the minitters of 
Spain. They had formerly experienced how 
little they had to rely on the trade with Spain 
and Portugal. Their failors had been feized 
and imprifoned; or fent to the gallies to work 
as flaves, and their fhips and goods had been 
confifcated. It would be always in the power 
of the Spaniards to exercife the fame oppref- 
fions. They would renew them under various 
pretexts, on the flighteft grounds of offence; 
and, after having perfuaded the ftates to aban- 
don their Indian commerce, they would next 
exclude them from that of Spain and Portugal, 

Ver. I. Z in 
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in the hopes thar by thus reducing their naval 
power, they might again compel them to fub- 
mit to their authority. The ftates might judge 
of how much importance the trade of India was 
to the Spaniards, from the eagernefS which they 
difcovered to prevent any other nation from 
partaking in it; but it was of ftill greater im- 
portance tothe people of the United Provinces, 
who depended almoft entirely upon that trade 
for their fubfiftence, and, without the refources 
which they derived from it, would be utterly 
unable to maintain their liberty and indepen- 
dence. Nor was it intereft only which the 
ftates would faerifice, by granting the requeft 
ot the Spanifh commiffioners, but likewife their 
integrity and honour ; fince alliances had been 
formed with the Indian princes, and fome of 
thefe princes, trufting to the proteétion of the 
company, acting by the authority of the ftates, 
had thaken off the yoke of the Spaniards, and 
thereby expofed themfelves to their fevereft 
vengeance, if, by any article in the prefenc 
treaty, the company were to be prevented from 
fulfilling their engagements. 


‘THe ftates were more than ever determined, 
by thele confiderations, to reje& the requeft of 
the Spanifh commiffioners; but, that they 
might afford fome proof of the fincerity of 

their 
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their defire of peace, they gave theni their 30 oK 
choice of the three following propofals. The 
firft, that, conformably to the ordinary tenor 
of treaties of peace, both parties fhould equally 
enjoy the liberty of commerce by fea and land. 
The fecond, that the United Provinces fhould 
abftain from all commerce with countries un- 
der the government of Spain, on this fide of 
the northern tropic, while, on the other fide, 
all matters fhould remain on their prefent foot- 
ing; the ftates being fatisfied that peace fhould 
take place on this fide, while hoftilities, if un- 
avoidable, might continue on the other. And 
the third, that Spain fhould give no moleftas 
tion to the Dutch in India for feven years; be- 
fore the expiration of which anew treaty fhould 
be fet on foot, in order to devife fome proper 
means of accommodation. The Spanith com- 
miffioners replied, that they were nct pofiefied 
of power to agree to any of thefe propofals. 
They knew that the king of Spain had re- 
nounced his fovereignty over the provinces, in 
the hopes of their confenting entirely to defift 
from the Indian trade ; but they fhould appoint 
one of their number to go to Madrid for new 
inftructions. The Francifcan was accordingly 
difpatched for that purpofe ; and, in the mean 
time, the commiffioners proceeded to take forne 
of the other points in queftion under their con- 


fideration. 
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Tue Dutch having, from the begining, 
fufpected, on account of the mention of reli- 
gion in the king’s fecond ratification, that it 
was intended to propofe fome change in their 
eftablithed religion, required of the Spanifh 
commiffioners to declare whether they had re- 
ceived any inftruétions on that head, and what 
their inftruétions were. The commiffioners ac- 
knowledged that they were indeed inftructed to 
make a propofal to the ftates with regard to re- 
gion; but added, that they could not enter 
on the difcuffion of this article tall feveral others 
had been difcufled. Of all the articles they 
knew, there was none in which the king and 
the duke of Lerma were fo deeply interefted ; 
but fince their arrival in Holland, they had 
come to be perfuaded, from private informa- 
tion, that no propofal which they were em- 
powered to make on this fubjeét would be 
liftened to by the ftates. They were likewife 
afraid that the difcuffion of a point of fo deli- 
cate a nature, on which the paffions of the 
Dutch would be fo eafily inflamed, might oc- 
cafton a fudden diffolution of the conferences ; 
and from the fequel, it is probable that they 
had fent the Francifcan to Madrid, as much for 
the purpofe of founding the inclinations of the 
court, and knowing their ultimate refolution oa 
this head, as on that of the Indian commerce, 


Although 
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Although they were repeatedly urged, there- poo x 
fore, by the Dutch to declare what they were ated 
inftruéted to propofe with regard to religion, rook, 
they as often declined complying with their 

requeft, and infifted that it was better previ- 

oully to examine the other queftions in difpute. 


One of thefe related to the duties which, 
during the war, had been laid by the Dutch 
on ali goods imported by the Scheld to Ant- 
werp, The archdukes commiffioners infilted 
that all thofe duties fhould be taken off: nor 
were thofe of the ftates unwilling to abolifh 
fuch of them as had been impofed in confider- 
ation of the war; but they required that the 
fame duties fhould ftill be paid by the fubjects 
of the archdukes and the king of Spaia as 
were exa&ed from the fubjects of the ftates, to 
enable them to defray the expences of the 
fortifications on the banks of the Scheld, and 
of the fhips of war that were neceflary for the 
protection of their commerce. This was the 
pretext which they employed, although it is 
probable they were chiefly actuated by their 
dread left the trade of Antwerp fhould be re- 
vived, to the prejudice of that of their own 
commercial towas in the maritime provinces. 


Awnoruer point which engaged the atten- 
tion of the commiffioners, regarded the mu- 
Z 3 tual 
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tual exchange of thofe towns and diftricts 
which the contending powers had acquired by 
conqueft from one another. The ftates were 
at this time in poffeffion of Sluys, and the ifle 
of Cadfant in Flanders, and of Breda, Bergen 
op Zoom, and Gertrudenberg, in Brabant; all 
of which places were of the firft importance, 
on account of their fituation and ftrength. The 
Spanifh comrniffioners, however, propofed aad 
urged that thefe places fhould be given to the 
archdukes, who were fovercigns of the pro- 
vinces in which they lay, and that the ftates, 
in compenfation for them, fhould accept of 
Oldenfee!, Groll, and Lingen. But the Dutch 
commiffioners rejected this propofal with great 
difdain, alledging that the towns pofiefied by the 
ftates were of infinitely gieater yalues than thofe 
which were offered in exchange for them; 
and declaring, that as no conceflions which the 
archdukes could make were a fufficient equi- 
valent, both parties, agreeably to what the 
archduke had propofed in the beginning of 
this negociation, fhould retain what was at pre- 
fent in their pofiefiion, 


A Turrp quettion related to the boundaries 
between the dominions of the ftates and thofe . 
of the archdukes ; a fourth, to the reftitution 
of the effects belonging to individyals which 

had 
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fad been confilcated ; and, befides thefe, there BooK 
were feveral other matters treated of, concern- Se 
ing which the oppofite parties contended with em 
great warmth, and difcovered a wide diverficy 


of fentiment. 


Many weeks paft in fruitlefS altercation. 
The parties feemed to be more than ever ex- 
afperated againft each other; and the difficul- 
tics which prevented them from coming to an 
agreement feemed daily vo increafe. 


Tue Dutch were extremely tenacious of Obfinacy 
their claims, and the archdukes commiffioners Dutch, 
often complained of this obflinacy to the 
Englifh and French ambaffadors; but their 
conduét was, at the fame time, explicit and 
undifguifed ; and, from the commencement of 
the negociation, they had openly declared, 
that, whatever conceffions they might be in- 
duced to make in other matters, tlicre were 
two points, religion and the trade to India, on 
which no fuch conceffion was to be expected 
as the Spaniards were likely to requiie. 


To procure fome new inftructions with re- 
gard to thefe important articles, had, as al- 
ready mentioned, been the purpofe for which 
the Francifcan had been fent to Madrid. The 
nme fixed for his return was expired, and no 

a" fatise 
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fatisfaGtory account of his delay was given by 
the archdukes commiffioners, who ftudioufly 
avoided all difcourfe concerning him, and 
rnaintained an obftinate filence with regard to 
his fuccefs. 


Tur Dutch were exceedingly difgufted at 
this behaviour: they knew not to what caufe 
it could be afcribed: they were not without 
fufpicion of fome infidious defign; and they 
at length refolved, that either the archdukes 
ambaffadors fhould give them fatisfaftion con- 
cerning the caufe of Ney’s delay, or that the 
treaty fhoula inftantly bé broken off, 


Havine accordingly, in moft peremptory 
terms, required to know what was the ultimate 
determination of the king of Spain with regard 
to the Indian trade, the ambaffadors, thinking 
it unneceffary any longer to conceal what they 
knew, replied *, that Ney had not been able to 
obtain a mere favourable anfwer to his appli- 


cation than this, that the king, from his ardent 
defire of reftoring peace to his dominions, was 
{till ready to renounce his claim of fovereignty 
over the provinces in the form propofed ; but, 
in return for fo great a facrifice, required that 


* Bentivoglio, Grotius, &c. Meteren, liv. xxx. folio 
O52, &c. 
the 
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the ftates fhould abftain from all commerce to gpooKk 
the Indies, and permit the exercife of the Ca- = 
tholic religion throughout the whole extent of — °° 
their dominions. 





Or this declaration the deputies of the ftates 
gave immediate information to the ftates-ge- 
neral, and the Englifh and French ambaffa- 
dors, James, having lately entered into that 
defenfive alliance with the ftates which he had 
formerly declined, and Henry, befides con- 
cluding fuch an alliance, ro empowerd ® 
Jeannin to acquaint them, that, ‘Tf cafe the pre- 
fent treaty were not broken off without his 
confent, he had refolyed to affift them in the 
profecution of the war; both thefe princes 
were well entitled to be confulted on the pre- 
fent occafion. Henry could not decently have 
negle&ted the opportunity which was pre- 
fented to him, of interpofing in behalf of the 
religion which he profeffed, and therefore he 
had inftruéted Jeannin to advife the ftates, if 
poffible, to grant to their Catholic fubjeéts the 
indulgence which Philip had demanded for 
them; but he did not infift on their compli- 
ance with his advice: he was fenfible that this 
indulgence might endanger their internal peace, 


”“* Negotiations de Jeannin, tom. i, p. 44. Seconde 
Jnfruction au Moafieur Jeannin, 
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king of Spain; and therefore left them at liberty 
to determine, both with regard to religion and 
their Indian trade, whether any conceffion 
could be made confiftently with their intereft 
and fecurity. 


Tue ftates themfelves unanimpnfly thought 
that there was no room for hefitation on the 
subject. With the confent of Jeannin, as well as 
of the Englifh ambaffadors, they rejected the 
conditions that.were propofed ; and, at the next 
meeting withf™Me archdukes commiffioners, it 
was declared by thofe of the ftates, that they 
confidered the infifting upon thefe conditions as 
a violation of the promife which had been made 
of treating with them as with a free people ; 
that they could not confider the conduct of 
Spain as confiftent, fair, or candid, and were 
therefore determined to break off the prefent 
treaty ; and, without fuffering themfelves to be 
any longer deceived, to refume the profecu~ 
tion of the war*. 


Tux ftates feem to have received fufficient 
prevocation on this occafion for the refentment 
with which they were inflamed; but, from a 
letter of the prefident Jeannin’s to the king 


* Mcteren, liv. xxx. folio 659, &c. 
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of France, it appears that it was not the court 
of Spain fo muchas the archdukes commiffion- 
ers, of whom’ they had reafon to complain. 

For Philip, it appears from this. letter, had, 

from the beginning of the negotiation, de- 
clared that he would never confent to renounce 
his fovereignty, but on the condition that the 
free exercife of the Catholic religion fhould be 
eftablifhed in all the provinces; and he had 
charged the commilffioners to open the con- 
ferences, by acquainting them that this was his 
unalterable refolution. But the commiffioners 
had thought it expedient to @hange the order 
of their inftruétions, and to begin with an ac- 
knowledement of the freedom of the ftates, 
hoping thereby to render them more oble- 
quious in other articles ; and afterwards, when 
both parties were in better humour with each 
other, to obtain from Philip fome relaxation 
in his demand with regard to the Catholic re- 


ligion *. 


Tuts information was communicated to the 
deputies of the ftates, and afterwards to the ftates 
general, with an intention to footh their refent- 
ment; but it ferved rather to turn it into an- 
other channel, by directing it againft the arch- 
dukes commiffioners, inftead of the court of 


# Negotiations de Jeannin, tom. ii. p. 403, 404 
Spain, 
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#—— conviction, that no folid peace could ever be 
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ebrained from that court, whofe bigotry was 
the fame in the prefent as it had been in the 
former reign, without a conceffion on their 
part, which they deemed to be no lefs con- 
trary to good policy than it was inconfiftent 
with fincerity in their profeffion of the Pro- 
teftant faith. They were confirmed, therefore, 
in this refolution of declining to proceed any 
farther in the treaty, and feem to have fatisfied 
the Englifh and French ambaffadors, that they 
had fufficient motives to juftify their conduct, 


Tuesz ambaffadors, however, ftill believed 
git to be practicable to reftore tranquillity to the 
United Provinces; although not by a perpe- 
tual peace, yet by along truce between the 
contending powers. The obftacles to the efta- 
blifhment of peace had chiefly arifen from the 
pride and bigotry of the court of Spain; but 
thefe obftacles, they thought, might be more 
eafily furmounted in attempting to conclude a 
truce than a peace, becaufe, if only a truce 
were concluded, that court might flatter them- 
felves with the hopes, that, at the expiration 
of it, they might recover their conceffions, 
and accomplifh the feveral objects in which 
they were fo deeply jnterefted ; befides rhat, 
there 
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there was ground to fufpect, that, from the 
beginning of the negociation, it was a truce, 
and not a perpetual peace, that was intended 
_ by the Spanifh minilters. 


Tut prefident Jeannin, having previoufly 
concerted with the Englifh ambaffadors certain 
preliminary articles, without which he knew 
that all farther treaty muft prove abortive, re- 
quefted an audience of the ftates, and, being 
admitted into their aflembly, after exprefling 
the concern.of the French and Englifh mo- 
narchs, on account of the unfuccefsful iffue of 
the late conferences, he added, that thefe 
princes, being deeply impreffed with a con- 
viction of the neceflity of putting a period to 
the war, had, in cafe it fhould be found im- 
practicable to eftablifh a lafting peace, com- 
manded their ambafladors to recommend to 
the ftates a truce of feveral years, provid ed 
that fuch a truce could be obtained on advan- 
tageous and honourable terms. For, in re- 
commending this meafure, he fubjoined, it is 
“by a regard for the true intereft and honour of 
the provinces, that the French and Britifh 
kings are prompted, and therefore they exhort 
you to adopt it only on the following-condi- 
tions: firft, that the king of Spain and the 
archdukes shall treat with you as with a free 

people, 
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rity; fecondly, thar during the truce, * you 
fhall enjoy 2 free commerce both in Europe 
and in the Indies; and, thirdly, that you halt 
retain all the towns and territories which are 
at prefent in your poffeffion. 

Durine this truce you will have leifure-to 
rectify the diforders which have fprung up 
during the continuance of the war, to pay your 
debts, to reform your government, to extend 
your trade; and, if you ftudy to maintain ine 
ternal union -and tranquillity, this truce, it is 
probable, will terminate in @ lafting peace, by 
which the: advantages you have obtained will 
be perpetuated and fecured: whereas, if ‘at 
this time'the ‘wat were to be renewed, wé fore- 
fee innumerable difficulties to which you will 
be expofed 3 and perceive, that, in order to 
infure fuccefs, your friends muft be much more 
liberal in their affiftance than is convenient for 
them in the prefent ficuation of their affairs. 


You: are diffatisfied with the condu& of 
vour adverfaries ; but let not your refentment 
prevent you from liftening to the counfel of 
your friends. It is our intention to offer them 
the fame counfel ; and, if they refufe to follow 
it, to acquaint them that the kings of France 
and Britain are determined to give you every 

2 proof 
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proof of faithful friendfhip in their power. poox 
But in return for this, thefe princes expeé that 
you wi'l not, by your obftinacy, engage them — #6 
in a war to which they are utterly averfe, and 

for which, if this truce can be accomplifhed, 

there is no neceffiry. 





Ir will be difficult, we know, to obtain the 
confent of the Catholic king to the preliminary 
articles; but, if that prince fhall be found 
equally uncomplying and intracticable, as you 
have hitherto experienced, and the treaty fora 
truce, like that-for peace, fhall, through his 
fault, prove abortive, you will be juftified for 
again having recourfe to arms; and the princes 
too, whom we reprefent will be juftified for re- 
folving to exert themfelves with greater vigour 
in your behalf *. 


To this propofal the ftates-general made no 
immediate reply, but that they would fubmic 
it to the confideration of the ftates of the parti- 
cular provinces. 


Ir was foon after communicated to the mar- 
guis of Spinola, and the reft of the archdukes 
commiffioners, by whom it was received with 
all the fatisfaction which might be expected 


=" Jean. fi, 412. 
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——— ance of the war. But although they acknow- 
— Jedged how much pleafure it would give 
them, ifany means of an accommodation could 
be devifed, they dreaded that the archdukes 
would be unable to perfuade the court of 
Spain to agree to the preliminary articles; 
and, for this reafon, they laboured to perfuade 
Jeannin to omit the two firft articles alto- 
gether, and to attempt to conclude a truce 
without any other condition than that both 
parties fhould retain what they poffeffed. It 
had been with the utmoft reluctance, they re- 
prefented, that the king of Spain had formerly 
confented to acknowledge the independence of 
the ftates, even when he expected thereby to 
gain fome conceffion from them in favour of 
the Catholic religion; and to exclude them 
from the Indian trade, had been his principal 
motive for defiring to put a period to the war. 
To procure his confent, therefore, either to the 
firft or to the fecond of the preliminary arti- 
cles, would be attended wich difficulties which, 
there was ground to apprehend, would be 
found infuperable; and no other agreement 
was likely to be obtained than a ceffation of 
hoftilities, or a truce in the common form, 
during which both parties fhould retain what 

was at prefent in their poffeffion, 
JEANNIN 
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Jzannin was fenfible of the truth of this sooxk 
reprefentation, and forefaw the difficulties = 
which the archdukes muft encounter, if they ‘™* 
liftened to his propofal ; but, befides that thefe 
princes were, above all things, folicitous to be 
delivered from a ruinous war, which filled 
their minds with perpetual difquietude, and 
would employ all their influence to overcome 
the pride and obftinacy of the court of Spain, 
he knew that the Spaniards were at prefent ex- 
tremely ill prepared for the recommencement 
of hoftilities, and hoped that on this account 
they might be induced to agree to terms, which; 
on another occafion, they would have rejected 
with difdain, 


He would not, therefore, have been inclin- 
ed to withdraw the preliminary articles, even 
although he had found himfelf at liberty; 
but they were a part (he faid) of the arch~ 
dukes commiffioners propofal to the ftates, 
and the honour both of the French and Englifh 
monarchs, in whofe name this propofal had 
been made, was now pledged either to procure 
the acceptance of them by the archdukes and 
king of Spain, or to furnifh the ftates with 
fuch affiftance as might be neceflary for the 
profecution of the war. This declaration he 
fmade to the archdukes commiffioners in the 
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moft explicit terms; and added, that while it 
might be difficult to obtain the king of Spain’s 
affent to the propofed conditions, it was ex- 
tremely doubtful whether thefe conditions 
were fuch as would fatisfy the people of the 
United. Provinces; but the commiffioners 
might firmly believe that nothing lefs than 
was contained in the preliminary articles would 
give fatisfation either to them or to their 
friends. 


Or the truth of this affertion, as far as it 
regarded the confederates, there was immediate 
proof in the difficulty which Jeannin encoun- 
tered in perfuading them to agree to his pro- 
pofal. The greater part of the deputies of the 
particular provirices, being fincerely folicitous 
for the eftablifhment of peace, were fatisfied 
with the preliminary articles, and’ gave their 
opinion that the truce, with the. conditions 
contained in thefe articles, ought not to be re- 
fufed. But there were many, who, whether 
from motives of private intereft, or a regard 
to the public fafety, being defirous of a conti- 
nuance of the war, maintained that no agree- 
ment whatever fhould be made, but on condi- 
tion that the archdukes, and the king-of Spain, 
fhould grant the fame folemn acknowledgment 
of the liberty and independence of the ftates, 
to which they had formerly confented in 

6 treating 
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treating for a perpetual peace, including an ex- 
plicit renunciation for ever of all their claims 


of authority over the United provinces, 


Tue former of thefe parties was headed by 
Barnevelt, fupported by the French and Eng- 
glifh ambaffadors; and the latter by prince 
Maurice, whofe opinion was efpoufed not only 
by the whole province of Zealand, over which 
his authority was almoft without controul, but 
by the deputies of Amfterdam, and thofe of 
feveral other cities in the province of Holland, 


Tue former endeavoured to perfuade the lat- 
ter, that it was unreafonable to expect the fame 
liberal conceffions from the enemy, in the cafe 
of a truce, as where a perpetual peace was to 
be eftablifhed; and that, while the flates were 
confcious of being free and able to maintain 
their liberty, 1t was of no importance whether 
the Spaniards fhould acknowledge, or refufe 
to acknowledge, their independence; for it 
was fufficient for every valuable purpofe which 
they.could have in view, ifthe Spaniards would 
treat with them as with a free people, and con- 
clude an agreement upon equitable terms. 


Bur thefe confiderations had no weight with 
prince Maurice or his partizans. They were 
averfe to the truce on other accounts befides 
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their objection to the declaratory claufe, and 
laboured fo convince their countrymen that a 


‘truce, on whatever terms, af the prefent period, 


though it might be neceffary for Spain, muft 
prove pernicious and dangerous to the Dutch 
republic. ‘They omitted no opportunity of in« 
culcating their opinion, whether in public af- 
emblies or in private focieties, and publifhed 
innumerable letters and pamphlets, which be- 
ing univerfally perufed, became the fubject of 
difcourfe inevery company. Of theie writings 
fome were of the moft inflammatory kind, in- 
tended to inftill fufpicions into the minds 
of the people, that Barnevelt and his friends, 
unable to refift the allurement of Peruvian 
gold, had fold their country to the Spaniards; 
and even the French and Britifh monarchs, it 
was infinuated, by 0 earneftly recommending 
the truce, intended rather to ferve the court of 
Spain than the United Provinces. Their fuf- 
picions on this head were heightened by the ar- 
rival at Paris and London of two ambafladors, 
who liad been fent on their prefent embafiy by 
the Spanifh minifters, though under a different 
pretext, yet probably with no other view than 
to procure the good offices of James and Henry 
in the prefent negotiation in the Netherlands, 


No pains were {pared by the French and 
Englifh ambafiadors at the Hague, to convince 


the 
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the Dutch that their apprehenfions were with- 
out foundation. Above all the reft, Jeannin 
laboured affiduoufly for this end; and by giv- 
ing the deputies of the ftates the ftrongeft af- 
furances that his matfter’s friendfhip was invi- 
olable, and that nothing could be more remote 
from his intention than to enter into an alli- 
ance with Spain to the prejudice of their repub- 
lic, he feems, with regard to this matter, in 
which they were fo deeply interefted, to have 
fet rhejr minds at eafe. 


THE averfion, however, ofa great number 
of them to the truce, and their animofity 
againft fuch of their countrymen as promoted 
it, were as {trong as eyer, Their refentmenz 
was principally directed againft Barnevelt, 
who, by his eloquence and addrefs, his great 
abilities, and long experience, had acquired 
an entire afcendant over molt of the deputies: 
he appears, however, to have been too fenfibly 
affected on this occafion by the odium to which 
he found himfelf expofed. Having one day 
bitterly complained, in an affembly of the 
ftates, of the cruel treatment which he re- 
ceived in the libels daily publifhed on the fub- 
je&t of the prefent controverfy, he appealed to 
the deputies, whether he had given juft ground 
for fuch injurious imputations as had been caft 
upon him; and then left the affembly with a 
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